Canberra author raises armchair travel to an art form
By Helen Musa - September 3, 2014
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CANBERRA author John Brookes is the quintessential armchair traveller — and he’s not
ashamed to admit it.
Brookes, who moved to Canberra from Britain in 2012, has been
travelling the globe by reading contemporary literature from each
country, first mapping out a travel list of well over 270
destinations including every UN-recognised state and a few more.
The first volume of his unique travelogue came out last year and
now he’s published the second year of his travels in book form.
As well, he had created a blog with reviews of each book, and an

John Brookes ‘travels’ in his armchair

updated website detailing his journey at readingtheworld.co.uk
“In my book,” he threatens, “you will join me not just in a voyage through each country’s
literature; but in interminable journeys in rickety buses, meandering river cruises through dense
jungle, off road excursions in unofficial ‘taxis’ and numerous flights in planes of varying
airworthiness.”
Brookes says he has several more volumes to come.
“Reading the World: A Global Journey through Literature volume 2”, now available through ACT
Libraries and at amazon.com
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Who Can You Trust?
In a world beleaguered by spin and confused messages, there's never been
more need for diverse, trustworthy, independent journalism in Canberra.
Who can you trust? Well, for more than 25 years, "CityNews" has proudly
been an independent, free, family-owned news magazine, serving the
national capital with quality, integrity and authority. Through our weekly
magazine and daily through our digital platforms, we constantly and reliably
deliver high-quality and diverse opinion, news, arts, socials and lifestyle
columns.
If you trust our work online and believe in the power of independent voices,
I encourage you to make a small contribution.
Every dollar of support will be invested back into our journalism so we can
continue to provide a valuably different view of what's happening around
you and keep citynews.com.au free.
Click here to make your donation and you will be supporting the
future of journalism and media diversity in the ACT.
Thank you,
Ian Meikle, editor

Helen Musa
“CityNews” arts editor

